
MINUTES 
 
MINUTES OF THE WORK SESSION OF THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BISBEE, 
COUNTY OF COCHISE, STATE OF ARIZONA, HELD ON WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 28, 2015, AT 5:30 
PM IN THE BISBEE MUNICIPAL BUILDING, 118 ARIZONA STREET, BISBEE, ARIZONA. 

 
THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER BY MAYOR OERTLE AT 5:30 PM. 

 
ROLL CALL  
 
 COUNCIL  
 Councilmember Eugene Conners, Ward I 

Councilmember Joan Hansen, Ward II    
Councilmember Shirley Doughty, Ward III     

 Mayor Ronald Oertle             
 Councilmember Anne Cline, Ward III, Mayor Pro Tempore     EXCUSED   
 Councilmember Douglas Dunn, Ward II                           
 Councilmember Serena Sullivan, Ward I  
              

STAFF 
 Jestin Johnson, City Manager   
 Ashlee Coronado, City Clerk  
 Sharon Buono, Finance Director  

Albert Echave, Police Chief 
  
 CITY ATTORNEY 
 Britt Hanson  
  
THE FOLLOWING ITEM WAS DISCUSSED AT THIS MEETING: 
 

1. Discussion Regarding Increased Complaint Calls Regarding Control of Weeds, Unsightly Properties, 
Potential Fire Hazards, Junk Cars, and Trash.    

Douglas Dunn, Councilmember WARD II  
 
Mayor Oertle stated that this Work Session was called by Councilmember Dunn.  He said that there would be 
public comment and then Council and Staff could discuss.  He then turned the floor over to Councilmember 
Dunn.  
 
Councilmember Dunn explained that due to the amount of rain we had received over the monsoon season, the 
weeds around town were high.  He said that this time of year City Hall receives many calls regarding when 
areas would be mowed.  He went on to say that there were continuing issues with unsightly properties and how 
do we deal with them.  He said that this was an informational session to discuss the codes on the books and 
how they are implemented.  
 
Susan Blackford, Bisbee resident applauded Councilmember Dunn for bringing this matter up.  This had been 
a concern for herself and her committee.  She commented on the number of plastic bags that had been tied to 
trees.  She felt that this issue was human caused.  She went on to say that the litter laws needed to be enforced.  
She was a Real Estate Agent for many years and people would cancel their appointments after driving around 
the town and saw how this town took care of the weeds, drainage ditches etc.  She said that Joe Ward was the 
best building inspector the City has ever had, but thought that the City needed more teeth in the laws.   
 
Sue Ray, Bisbee resident said that she had been a resident for 50 years and as a citizen she felt like she had no 
support.  She went on to explain that her neighbor had turned his yard into a junk pit.  There were old 
computers, old computer/tv screens, animals, pets etc.  She had tried to contact and complain to the City and 
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nothing had been done.   She described an incident in August when she had come home from shopping and the 
side of her home was covered in black flies.  She said that this was a result of dead chickens in the neighbor’s 
yard.  She contacted the Police Department and the Cochise County Health Department and no one could come 
out to help remove the carcasses.  She said that her and her neighbors have been overrun with roaches and 
rodents. She said that today the City needed to get started because there were many in the community that 
cared and she wouldn’t live under these conditions any longer.    
 
Mayor Oertle said that this was a super priority and we needed to do something.  
 
Anita Fox, Bisbee resident thanked Councilmember Dunn for having this discussion that had been needed for 
some time.  She said that as a homeowner she was opposed to all the abandoned vehicles and un-kept 
properties in her neighborhood.  She owns a home on Hazzard and her husband owns a home on Black Knob, 
she had counted on just those two streets a total of abandoned vehicles 34.  There were at least 3 houses that 
were abandoned and totally un-kept.  She said that property values are going down due to these things.  She 
has a property that she would love to sell, but no one would buy it because of the condition of the home next 
door.  She requested information on the laws regarding these issues.  
 
Linda Weiland, Bisbee resident said that she thought enforcement was very important.  Many citizens will 
follow the laws, but for the ones that don’t, that was what enforcements was for.  She suggested that the City 
be proactive when it came to weeds and trash.  She said that aside from the weeds and trash being unsightly 
they also harbor rodents and snakes.   She also suggested that the City look into a Hazzard Abatement 
Ordinance.  The City could have the work done and then bill the person.  She said that a list could be 
developed of lawn service companies that could help people and the City could have a contract with some of 
the companies.   
 
Maggie Desbiens, Bisbee resident commented on Feathertop Grass.  She said that she had been at her property 
for 4 years and the Feathertop grass has overtaken her property.  She explained how this grass grows and how 
it spreads very quickly.  She wanted to raise awareness about this and informed the public that it will quickly 
overtake the natural terrain; it must be dug out at the root.  
 
John Bacas, Bisbee resident commented on landlords that don’t take care of their properties.  There are many 
properties that have transient tenants.  He said he would never be able to sell his home because of the tenants 
next door.  He hoped that an eye sore law would impact landlords and force them to make this a good place to 
live.   
 
Peter VonGundlach, Bisbee resident said that he was a member of the Streets and Infrastructure Committee 
and his concern was keeping the streets intact due to the invasive grasses growing through the pavement/ chip 
seal.  The life span of the streets will be reduced if the weed control was not controlled.  He hoped people 
would consider using weed killers.  He understood that using round-up was not allowed to be used in the City.  
Our only other option would be to dig trenches on the side of the roads to keep the weeds from spreading and 
invading the road surfaces.   
 
Stephen Dey, Naco resident and member of the Streets and Infrastructure Committee said that Round-up isn’t 
the only thing we could use.  He said that there are other products that would control weeds and not put toxins 
into the environment.  He recommended that the City review the existing Ordinance regarding weed killer, to 
try to come up with some viable products that could be used to keep the weeds that were not toxic.   
 
Councilmember Hanson said that she had looked into the existing Ordinance regarding weed killer and it was 
not an Ordinance.  The item was approved back in November of 1983 to discontinue all use of herbicides and 
pesticides within the City of Bisbee.  
 
Richard Robinson, Bisbee resident said that he had sent in a package with photos of neighboring properties.  
There are many properties that are abandoned in the Gulch that are just completely trashed.  He said that he 
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would welcome the weeds if he could get rid of the drug addicts and trash.  One home was waste deep with 
trash.  People are living in these places that are considered to be unsafe.  He said that he had gone to the police 
to inform them of a trailer with no sewer and nothing could be done because they were on private property.   
 
Bill Higgins, Bisbee resident said that he doesn’t see the problems that others are reporting.  There are about 9 
or 10 vacant homes that he could see from his front porch in various states of disarray.  He said that the 
problem with vacant homes on the Gulch had been going on for a long time.  He knew of the house Mr. 
Robinson was referring to.  This was a compound type of property and the people who live up there need help.  
He spoke of many other homes in the Gulch and said that there was no crime in the Gulch and no more drug 
addicts than other parts of town.   
 
Mayor Oertle said that we had heard some examples this evening that needed to be addressed immediately.  He 
understood that some of the concerns were difficult and complex to address.  Some are mentally, physically or 
financially unable to solve the problem with their property on their own.   
 
Councilmember Conners said enforcement was a big thing; we do not have a lot of enforcement people.  He 
received phone calls regarding complaints often enough.  He suffers from the same things that were being 
talked about tonight.  He said that the Mayor calls this a super priority, was it?  He said that this was a priority 
to the people complaining, and for the potential people moving here it might be.  He said that it was a problem 
maybe not a super priority.  He questioned whether we were going to enforce the laws we have on the books.  
He said that staff would do what was asked of them.  This won’t change until someone really wants it to 
change.  He wants it to change, but at what cost.  He spoke about abatement, and how to go about it.  This was 
tough to decide where to start.  He commented on the properties that were fire hazards that just needed to be 
cleaned up.   
 
Mayor Oertle said that he wanted to respond to what Councilmember Conners said because he felt it was 
somewhat misrepresented.  He said that what he had said was there were examples that we heard tonight that 
in his opinion were super priorities.   
 
There was much discussion between Councilmember Conners and Mayor Oertle. 
 
Mayor Oertle went on to say that there were Ordinances passed by the Voters back in 2010 regarding clean up 
laws, those needed to be enforced and addressed.  
 
Councilmember Sullivan thanked everyone who came in to speak tonight.  She recommended that we remind 
the residents of the current clean up laws by publishing them in the paper.  She said she liked what Mr. Dey 
said about using nontoxic weed control.   She addressed that with the Feathertop grass right now was the best 
time to collect the seed heads so they don’t spread.  She said that she would like to see the issues of neglected 
animals be taken care of.  Those issues need to be taken care of even after hours.  She commented on the 
homes on the Gulch and said that these people do need our help.  The community needed to come together to 
help these people.   
 
Mr. Joe Ward said that this was a very frustrating issue.  We needed to show compassion to the neighbors who 
have to live with this.  We want to attract people to this town.   
 
Anita Fox, asked what the process for dealing with abandoned vehicles was.  
 
City Attorney Hansen said that there were many laws on the books to deal with these problems.  He 
commented on the different issues that he had directly dealt with.  He spoke about the cost of repairing or 
demolishing dilapidated homes and how costly it really is.  
 
Chief Echave said that now that they are aware of the abandoned vehicle issue on Black Knob the Police 
Department would be looking into it.  He also recommended that the public call in to report any abandoned 
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vehicles and the Department would follow up on it.  He explained the process of dealing with an abandoned 
vehicle.   
 
Scott Hall, Bisbee resident asked when the last time a car was marked.  He said that there were so many 
abandoned vehicles around town.  He requested that the existing code be enforced.   
 
Christine Steele, reporter from the Bisbee Review informed the Council of the Step Up Bisbee program, she 
said that it helped low income and elderly who do not have the financial means to repair their home.  One of 
the issues that they have run into was that they had not received very many applications for this program.  She 
encouraged the City to work with Step Up Bisbee.  She also suggested that the City work with the Verhelst 
House in Bisbee.  They are always looking for jobs.  
 
Councilmember Doughty said that she had used people from the Verhelst many times and they are very good.  
They complete their jobs very well.  She thanked Ms. Steele for recommending that.  
 
Councilmember Dunn said that he recommended that the Council move forward on developing a prioritized 
list of things that need immediate action.  He requested that anyone who felt they had a case please express 
them to the City Manager so a list could be made.  He said that he would like to take the recommendation from 
the Streets and Infrastructure Committee regarding weed control in terms of the street pavement.  He said that 
he would like to clarify how to actually direct complaints to the City.  He spoke about looking into a 
Community Action Program for periodic neighborhood cleanup days.  He commented that we needed to take 
greater responsibility for ourselves.   
 
Mr. Johnson requested clarity on what exactly Council wanted staff to enforce.  He asked if all the Codes 
would be enforced and not just some of them.   
 
Councilmember Sullivan said that the Code needed to be enforced, but an element of the compassionate side 
had also been discussed. We do not have the staff to enforce every code. She said that coming up with a list 
would be a good start.   
 
Donna Pulling said that this would be an opportunity to use the neighborhood block watch.  We needed to 
show people how to be good neighbors.  She stressed the importance of developing block watched and 
utilizing your City representatives as advocated to develop the groups.   
 
Councilmember Conners went over the process of placing someone on notice.  He said that the clock needed to 
be ticking on everything we do so we know where we needed to act.    
 
Councilmember Hansen said that she understood being compassionate, but she agreed with Councilmember 
Conners that laws needed to be enforced and have a paper trail and the people who needed help would be 
identified through the process.  
 
Linda Weiland, said that it was a good idea to prioritize what you wanted to be proactive on.  She also 
encouraged using the Community Block Watches.  
 
Mayor Oertle thanked Councilmember Dunn for bringing this issue up.    
 
MOTION: Councilmember Doughty moved to adjourn the meeting.  
SECOND: Councilmember Sullivan  
MOTION PASSED: UNANIMOUSLY  
 
ADJOURNMENT: 7:30pm  
                                                                                                             ______________________________  
                                                                                                              Ronald Oertle, Mayor  
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